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UsAGI Уопмво 


Introduction 


Lent tel you how pleasantly surprised [was when 
Diana Schutz rang me up on my new iPhone - 

vines gadget of the year, by the зар — 
and asked if would be interested in writing an 
introduction to Su prn 
was saddened to hear that Stan had ift Marvel 
Disney must have found someone cheaper to 
put on bis soapbox—but 1 was gld that Mike 
Richardson had given him a chance to work at 
Dark Horse. Diana quickly pointed out that it was 
the ther Stan—Stan Sakai—and would 1 stil be 


Tine ma 


зімен collect 


interested in doing an introduction to his latest 
collectio? I think my robust laugh It her know I 
knew who it was she was talking about, and again I 
expressed how saddened I was that Fantagraphics 
Наде Stan go, bu glad that Mike Richardzonbad 


given him a chance to workat Dark Horse. 


That being said, and given the long lit of 
mares who have been put to task writing 
introductions for Stan's Vgl бро volumes, 
1 wondered why Diana would have thought of 
те. So Lasked, and she said that she'd wanted a 
philosophic bent, but Jean-Paul Sartre, Arthur 
Schopenhauer, and Friedrich Nietzsche were not 
returning her calls, and 1 was fourth on the lit 1 
‘was flattered, to say the least, for although I lave 
never reed any of those fellows’ comics, 1 

know people who have, and 1 knew Iwas 


in good company. 


Diana said she would need five hundred words, 
give or take, and Û was a bit reluctant at rst, 
given the recent difficulty 1 had even coming up 
with а combination of eight letters, numbers, or 
symbols for my «Бау account, but this was for 
Stan Sakai—and, besides, Lam considered Iowa's 
reigning poet lait. So, for inspiration 1 trotted 
‘over tomy Jewel Oseo, where Ido mybest thinking 
(in your region, it might be a Winn Dixie, Piggy 


Wiggly, Albertsons... well ГО beter stop there 
before you get the idea Tam padiing out my 
word count think you get the Мей, and began 
strolling up and down the cereal aisle, looking 
for inspiration as well as theeveningsmenu There 
wasso mach to choose from, but so litle with mach 
real taste or nutritional substance. Sure, Count 
‘Chocula is prety cool and turns your milk into 
chocolate milk, but then so do Cocoa Раб. Frosted 
Flakes ar great, but Honey Nut Cheetos are, to, 
and they are supposed to help lower cholesterol. 


ora oa lads fe р” т E ЕТ 
breakfast cereal in тенот And unlike mary 
ofthe other cereals you find in your comics store, 
ог comics you find in your cereal store—er comis 


stoce—Usag Yojimbo not only great, but it helps 
lower cholesterol 

docs something for your heart, and for your mind, 
to boot, How often can you say that about a сопіс 
book—or anything, or that matter? ts a hear 
friendly brain food that makes you fel good about 
yourself whenever you cat it. I mean, read it. 


well, not cholesterol, but it 


And if you are reading this volume of Usagi 
Yojimbo for the first time. 

you lucky, because there are twenty-six volumes 
before this one, and by the time you finish read- 
ing this опе, or all ofthem, you'll eel god about 
yourself, about comics, and about the choices 


brother or sister, are 


Я Miu БА, сәтен. 
the word “awesome” because wanted to include 
some vernacular kids could relate t) books to 
begin with, becauseit means you care about great 
art, great story, and great nutrition . 


Торе йн five hundred words. Ifitis, then that's 
аваона 


eefdarrow 
Awesome Land, USA 


PS. 1 drew Zato-Inathe Blind Swordspig, because 
1 bve that character and his movie counterpart 
вісі so much, and 1 love Stan so much, and 
Tem very selfish and wanted to have one of пу 
drawings in his awesome books. Sorry. Is that five 
hundred words? 
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Story Notes 


NUKEKUBI 
Nurketubi(literally”detachable neck іза creare. 
from Japanese folklore. It сох like a normal per- 
son during the day, but at night its head detaches 
from its body and lies about in search of prey. The 
head screams as itattacks, frightening its victims 
before plunging its teeth into them. One way 
to identify а лийди is the line of red sy 


bols 


around its neck where the head detaches, though 


While the head is away, the body remains inert. 
the head docs not reattach itself before sunrise, 
the maki will die. 


їп his book Kiailan, Lafadio Hearn relates a 
priest's encounter with five беби, though the 
author mistakenly identifies them as лоб, 
different monsters from folklore. The priest 
echte, wandering alone im the mountain 
accepts а woodeutters invitation 10 spend the 
night wih his family. Көзігуо awakens in the 
night, finding five headless bodies. Пе hides 
the bodies, and then follows the sound of veces 
into the forest, where the heads are planning 
how to devour the priest, The падение discover 
their bodies are gone and attack Kwairyo, who 
Fights them off with an uprooted tree 
of them manage to lle, but Kwaicyo kills the 


Tour 


woodcutter's head. 
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Stan Sakai 


Photo by Sharon Sl, 


Stan Sakai at the Mendenhall Glacier in Juneau, Alaska, during the 
summer of 2012. 


Stan Sakai was born in Kyoto, Japan, grow up im Hawaii, and now lives in 
California with his wie, Sharon, They have seo children, Hanuah and Matthew. 
Stan received a Fine Arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered his 
зина che Ап Center College of Desin in Pasadena, California. 


nics in 1984, Since then, 
Usagi has been on television as a guest ot the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and 
has been made into toys, seen on clo 
novel collections. 


18. and featured in a series o graphic 


1а 1991, Stan crated spice Usagi, series dealing with samurai а futuristic 
setting, Featuring the adventures ofa descendant ofthe original Usagi. 


Stan isalso an award-winning letterer for hiswork on Sergio Aragonés Groo, the 
Spider-Man Sunday newspaper strips, and ag Yojimbo. 


Stan is the recipient of Parents Choice Award, an Iakpot Award, an American 
Library Association Award, a Harvey Award, four Spanish Haxtur Awards, and 
several Eisner Awards. In 2003 he won the prestigious National Cartoonists 
Society Award in the Comic Book Divison, and in 201 Stan received the Cultural 
Ambassador Award from the Japanoce American National Макан. 
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A MASTERFUL 


ADAPTATION OF SAMURAI LEGEND 


то SEQUENTIAL ART 


The close of sixteen 


century Japan 
ıs the age of Civil Wa 


themselves for land and power 

н 

such battle, Miyamoto Usagi now 

Wanders the country searching бо 
mony, but finding trouble at 


ік lost his Jord Mifune in on 


In this volume, Usagi is caught 
between competing gang lords who 


Hell of vice and warta 
je villagers, Usagi 
side, but tt quickly becomes clear that 
neither boss can be trusted when 
betrayed! 


In order to 


win peace for 


куеп when free of Hell, Usagi is never 
free of the unpredictable turns taken 
in his warrior's pilgrimage, As his 
journey continues, the rabbit ronin 
must face deadly demons, thieves 
and snitches, and all who br 

the blade without just cause: But 
th leads finally back toward 
Kato—and a remateh in Hell 


every 
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